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ABSTRACT: Diabetic cardiomyopathy (DCM) is a critical
complication of diabetes, the accurate pathogenesis of which remains
elusive. It is widely accepted that endoplasmic reticulum (ER) stress
and abnormal fluctuations of reactive oxygen species (ROS) are
considered to be closely associated with progress of DCM. In
addition, DCM-induced changes of myocardial tissue and ROS-
derived oxidation of proteins will cause changes of the hydrophilic
and hydrophobic domains and may further seriously alter the
myocardial cell polarity. Thus, real-time detection of ROS and
polarity in ER of live cells and in tissue will contribute to revealing
the exact molecular mechanisms of DCM. In this article, we first
present an ER-targetable fluorogenic probe termed ER-NAPC for
sensitive and selective detection of superoxide anion (O,*”). ER-
NAPC can precisely target ER and visualize the increase of O,*” level
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in a live H9c2 cardiomyocyte cell during ER stress. Meanwhile, by combining ER-NAPC with a polarity-sensitive probe, ER-P,
we accomplish the simultaneous fluorescence visualization of O,°~ and polarity in ER of live cells and diabetic myocardial tissue.
The dual-color fluorescence imaging results indicate that the O,°” level and polarity will synergistically rise during ER stress in
live cells and diabetic myocardial tissue. The proposed dual-color imaging strategy may offer a proven methodology for studying
coordinated variation of different parameters during ER stress oriented disease.

iabetes mellitus, as a metabolic disease, leads to significant

morbidity and mortality.1 In particular, diabetic cardio-
myopathy (DCM) characterized by cardiac fibrosis is a critical
complication of diabetes and a leading cause of death.”” The
occurrence and development of DCM is a chronic and
complicated process that is involved in abnormal cellular
metabolism and dysfunctions in organelles, such as myofibrils,
mitochondria, and sarcolemma.*™® Although multiple mecha-
nisms for the progress of DCM have been proposed, including
excess oxidative stress, impaired calcium homeostasis, mito-
chondrial dysfunction, and activation of apoptotic signaling
pathways,”~"* the accurate pathogenesis of DCM remains
incompletely understood.

When normal functions of the endoplasmic reticulum (ER)
were disturbed by various conditions, such as glucotoxicity, ER
Ca® disequilibrium, ischemia, and hypoxia, free radicals,
increased protein synthesis, and ER stress will appear
accompanying production of reactive oxygen species
(ROS)."* Recently, a number of studies have demonstrated
the crucial role of ER stress and increased ROS in the
development of DCM."*™" For instance, the markers of ER
stress are elevated in the hearts of diabetic animals; ROS
contribute to diabetes-induced cardiomyocytes damage, and
metallothionein will prevent diabetes-induced deficits in
cardiomyocytes by inhibiting ROS production.'®"’ Superoxide
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anion (0O,"7), as the most important and first produced ROS, is
the precursor of other ROS. The concentration variations of
0,°” determine the level of other ROS.*® In addition, on the
one hand, DCM will result in many changes in the
microstructure and morphology of myocardial tissue, such as
fibrosis and myocardial hypertrophy,”* and on the other hand,
the overproduction ROS will oxidize the thiolate of protein to
sulfenic acid further to sulfinic acid and sulfonic acid,”*** which
probably cause dysfunction of protein secretion and mod-
ification as well as changes of hydrophilic and hydrophobic
domains, and thus might affect the ER polarity environment.”*
Therefore, developing a new method for real-time detection of
0,°" and polarity in ER of live cells and in tissue will contribute
to uncovering the exact molecular mechanisms of DCM.
Fluorescence imaging is emerging as a promising and
powerful means for monitoring various bioactive molecules in
living systems, which is thanks to its remarkable advantages,
such as easy operation, high sensitivity, and high temporal—
spatial resolution.”> " In particular, due to the distinguishable
spectra, it can study the synergistic changes of different
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Scheme 1. (a) Structure of ER-NAPC and the Proposed Sensing Mechanism for O,°” and (b) Schematic Diagram of
Simultaneous Fluorescence Visualization of O,°” and Polarity in ER

bioactive species through simultaneous fluorescence detection.
However, up to now, although many representative organelle-
targetable O,°” and polarity-responsive fluorescent probes have
been presented,”® * and simultaneous monitoring of multiple
species was also reported,* ™ specific sensors suitable for
visualization of ER O,°” and further simultaneous fluorescence
imaging of ER O,°” and polarity in live cells and tissues have
not been explored.

To solve the above-mentioned problem, it is an urgent need
to develop a new method for simultaneous fluorescence
imaging of ER O,*” and polarity. In the previous work, we
have successfully fabricated an ER-targetable near-infrared
fluorescent probe, ER-P, for detection of polarity.44 ER-P
consists of a merocyanine moiety containing a tertiary amine as
electron donor and a difluoroboronate moiety as electron
acceptor. Due to the intramolecular charge transfer (ICT), the
fluorescence intensity of ER-P at 800 nm decreases seriously
along with increasing polarity of the media, which can indicate
the polarity. Synchronously, to achieve the imaging of O, in
live tissues, an ideal O, -responsive fluorescent probe with
instantaneous response, high fluorescence quantum yield, and
long emission wavelength should be presented. Thus, we herein
first developed a new ER-targetable fluorogenic probe termed
ER-NAPC for detection of O,"”. As shown in Scheme 1a, ER-
NAPC consists of 1,8-naphthalimide (a potent fluorophore),
caffeic acid group (the O,*” recognition unit), and methyl
sulphonamide (ER-targetable moiety). The caffeic acid group in
ER-NAPC can react with O,*” instantaneously and is oxidized
from pyrocatechol to benzoquinone, which will result in an
intense fluorescence resonance energy transfer (FRET) and
emit strong fluorescence of the naphthalimide moiety. Thus,
after reaction with O,*”, ER-NAPC will exhibit obviously
increased fluorescence quantum yield. In addition, the imino
group and amide in ER-NAPC form the donor—acceptor
system, rendering long emission wavelength, which is beneficial
to tissue imaging. Because ER-NAPC and ER-P display
distinguishable excitation and emission spectra (405/545 nm
for ER-NAPC and 633/800 nm for ER-P), we achieved the
simultaneous fluorescence visualization of O,*” and polarity
during ER stress by utilizing ER-NAPC and ER-P with a
spectral distinguishable imaging method (Scheme 1b).
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Furthermore, this dual-color imaging method was utilized for
simultaneous fluorescence imaging of O,*” and polarity in
normal and diabetic myocardial tissues.

B EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

Materials and General Methods. Unless otherwise stated,
all reagents were purchased from commercial suppliers and
used without further purification. The solvents were purified by
conventional methods before use. ER-Tracker Red was
purchased from Invitrogen (U.S.A.). 3-(4,5-Dimethylthiazol-2-
yl)-2,5-diphenyl tetrazolium bromide (MTT), tunicamycin
(Tm), thapsigargin (Tg), and streptozotocin (STZ) were
purchased from Sigma. 4-Hydroxy-2,2,6,6-tetramethylpiperi-
dine-N-oxyl (TEMPO) was purchased from J&K Chemical.
Superoxide dismutase (SOD) was purchased from Solarbio.
Silica gel (200—300 mesh) used for flash column chromatog-
raphy was purchased from Qingdao Haiyang Chemical Co,
Ltd. '"H NMR and "C NMR spectra were determined by 300
MHz and 75 (or 100) MHz using Bruker NMR spectrometers.
The mass spectra were obtained by a Bruker Maxis ultrahigh-
resolution time-of-flight mass spectrometry (TOF MS) system.
The fluorescence spectra measurements were performed using
an FLS-980 Edinburgh, a Hitachi F-4600, and a Varian Cary
Eclipse fluorescence spectrophotometers. The adult KM mice
(female, 6—8 week-old, 20 + 2 g) were purchased from the
laboratory animal center of Shandong University (Jinan,
China). All animal experiments were conducted at the
laboratory of Shandong Normal University in compliance
with the Guidelines of Shandong Normal University for the
Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. Confocal fluorescence
imaging in cells and in mice was performed with a Leica TCS
SP8 (one-photon) or Zeiss LSM 880 NLO (two-photon)
confocal laser scanning microscope. The laser power of
confocal imaging is 5.0 mW for the 405 nm laser, and 15
mW for the 561 and 633 nm laser. The two-photon excitation
wavelength is 800 nm. The cardiomyocyte cells (H9¢c2) and
human hepatoma cells (HepG2) were purchased from the Cell
Bank of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (Shanghai, China).

Synthesis of Compound ER-NapNH2. Under argon
atmosphere, compound ER-NapBr (474 mg, 1.0 mmol),
ethylenediamine (600 mg, 10 mmol), and triethylamine (0.50
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mL) were successively added to the stirred solution of 2-
methoxyethanol (10 mL) in a round-bottomed flask. After
heating at 100 °C for 10 h, the mixture was cooled to room
temperature and poured into diethyl ether. The resulting
precipitate was filtered and purified by silica gel chromatog-
raphy with CH,CL,/CH,;OH (5:1) as the eluent to yield ER-
NapNH2 as a yellow solid (230 mg, 50%). 'H NMR (300
MHz, d-DMSO) & (ppm): 2.263 (s, 3H), 2.645 (s, 2H), 2.921
(t, ] = 4.71 Hz, 2H), 3.027 (t, ] = 5.4 Hz, 2H), 3.407 (d, ] = 4.8
Hz, 2H), 4.063 (t, ] = 4.8 Hz, 2H), 6.765 (d, ] = 6.6 Hz, 1H),
7240 (d, ] = 6.0 Hz, 2H), 7.592—7.653 (m, 3H), 7.854 (s, 1H),
8.174 (d, ] = 6.3 Hz, 1H), 8.345 (d, J = 5.4 Hz, 1H), 8.700 (d, J
= 6.3 Hz, 1H). *C NMR (75 MHz, d;-DMSO) § (ppm): 21.3,
46.4, 58.5, 60.5, 74.4, 104.2, 108.1, 120.6, 122.2, 124.6, 126.8,
129.1, 129.9, 130.9, 134.6, 138.1, 142.9, 151.3, 163.4, 164.3.
HRMS (ESI) m/z caled for Cp3H,,N,O,S [M + HY], 453.1591;
found, 453.1617.

Synthesis of ER-NAPC. Under argon atmosphere, caffeic
acid (180 mg, 1.0 mmol), N-hydroxybenzotrizole (HOBT, 135
mg, 1.0 mmol), and 1-ethyl-3-(3-dimethylaminopropyl)
carbodiimide hydrochloride (EDC, 192 mg, 1.0 mmol) were
dissolved in 2.0 mL of dimethylformamide (DMF) and 8.0 mL
of dichloromethane. The mixture was stirred at 0 °C for 30
min, and then compound ER-NapNH2 (452 mg, 1.0 mmol)
dissolved in 2.0 mL of dimethylformamide was added to the
mixture. All the solution reacted at 25 °C for 24 h. The
resulting mixture was concentrated and purified by silica gel
chromatography with CH,Cl,/CH;OH (10:1) as the eluent to
yield ER-NAPC as a yellow solid (250 mg, 40%). '"H NMR
(300 MHz, d-DMSO) & (ppm): 1.608—1.678 (m, 2H),
1.970-2.032 (m, 2H), 2.262 (s, 3H), 3.031-3.044 (m, 2H),
4.079 (t, J = 5.1 Hz, 2H), 5.321 (s, 1H), 6.294 (d, ] = 12 Hz,
1H), 6.367 (d, J = 12 Hz, 1H), 6.776 (d, ] = 6.0 Hz, 1H),
6.846—6.893 (m, 2H), 7.061 (s, 1H), 7.237 (d, ] = 6.0 Hz, 2H),
7.330 (d, J = 12 Hz, 1H), 7.506 (d, ] = 12 Hz, 2H), 7.606 (d, |
= 6.0 Hz, 2H), 8248 (d, ] = 6.0 Hz, 1H), 8.411 (d, ] = 5.4 Hz,
1H), 8.651 (d, J = 6.0 Hz, 1H), 9.169 (s, 2H). *C NMR (100
MHz, d¢-DMSO) & (ppm): 21.34, 29.50, 29.54, 37.97, 43.41,
104.15, 108.36, 114.32, 116.22, 118.54, 120.56, 121.02, 122.36,
124.80, 126.71, 126.84, 128.00, 128.23, 128.85, 129.92, 130.11,
131.11, 134.61, 138.03, 140.06, 142.89, 146.01, 147.90, 151.00,
163.39, 164.28, 166.83. HRMS (ESI) m/z calcd for
C;,H3N,O,S [M — H7], 613.1751; found, 613.1672.

Preparation of ROS and Other Active Species. O,*”
was prepared by dissolving KO, in DMSO solution. The
concentration of O,°” was determined by various concen-
trations of KO,; tert-butyl hydroperoxide (TBHP) was
delivered from 5.0% aqueous solutions; NaOCI solution was
diluted appropriately in 0.1 M NaOH(aq). The concentration
of OCI™ was determined based on the molar extinction
coefficient at 292 nm (350 M™' cm™); hydrogen peroxide
(H,0,) was diluted appropriately in water. The concentration
of H,0, was determined based on the molar extinction
coefficient at 240 nm (43.6 M™! cm™"); hydroxyl radical ("OH)
was produced by Fenton reaction (Fe**/H,0, = 1:10), and the
concentration of *OH was equal to the Fe(Il) concentration;
'0, was generated by the addition of NaOCl and H,0,;
peroxynitrite (ONOO™) was chemically provided by H,0, and
NaNO,. The concentration of ONOO™ was estimated by using
an extinction coefficient of 1670 M~ cm™ (302 nm); The
solutions of metal ions were prepared from chlorizated salts
which were dissolved in deionized water.
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Determination of the Detection Limit. The detection
limit was calculation based on the fluorescence titration of ER-
NAPC in the presence of O,°”. The fluorescence intensity of
ER-NAPC was measured by three times, and standard deviation
of the blank measurement was achieved. The detection limit
was calculated by the following equation: detection limit = 36/
k, where o is the standard deviation of the blank measurement
and k is the slope between the fluorescence emission intensity
(Is4s nm) versus different O,°” concentrations.

Determination of the Relative Fluorescence Quantum
Yield. The parameter was obtained according to a previous
report.51

Cell Incubation and Mice Culture. HepG2 and H9c2
cells were cultured in Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s medium
(DMEM, Invitrogen) supplemented with 10% fetal bovine
serum (Invitrogen), 1.0% penicillin, and 1.0% streptomycin.
The cells were seeded in confocal culture dishes, and then
incubated for 24 h at 37 °C under a humidified atmosphere
containing 5.0% CO,.

The Kunming mice were intraperitoneally (ip) injected with
STZ freshly dissolved in 0.01 mol/L citrate buffer (pH 4.5) at a
dose of 150 mg/kg body weight after overnight fasting. At 72 h
after STZ injection, the blood glucose level of mice was
detected with portable glucose meter (Roche Diagnostics
Corporation). The diabetes of mouse was confirmed by the
presence of hyperglycemia (blood glucose level >16.7 mmol/
L). Since then, the mice were divided into three groups: a
control group, a diabetic group (oral administration of PBS),
and a treated diabetic group (oral administration of metformin,
150 mg/kg twice a day). After 10 days, all the mice were ip
injected with ER-NAPC (10 xM, 100 L) and ER-P (50 uM,
100 uL) for 40 min. For the scavenging experiment, the
diabetic mice were ip injected with TEMPO (10 mM, 200 uL)
before the probes were loaded. Then, the mice were
anesthetized with chloral hydrate (ip, 400 mg/kg). Sub-
sequently, mice were sacrificed to surgically harvest the hearts
that were immediately placed in ice-cold PBS bufter. Then, the
myocardial tissue was directly imaged with two-photon
confocal laser scanning microscopy with an 800 nm laser (for
ER-NAPC) and one-photon 633 nm laser (for ER-P)
simultaneously.

Procedure for Fluorescence Measurement. ER-NAPC
was dissolved in dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) to produce a
stock solution (0.1 mM). The solutions was diluted in PBS
buffer (5.0 mM, pH 7.4, containing 10% DMSO) to the lowest
concentration of 1.0 #M. The molar extinction coefficient € was
calculated according to the Beer—Lambert’s law equation A =
€bc, where A is absorbance, b is the absorption path length (1.0
cm), and ¢ is the concentration. Different concentrations of
0O,°” or appropriate amounts of biologically relevant analytes
were added to separate portions of the solution and mixed
thoroughly with 1.0 uM ER-NAPC. An FLS-980 Edinburgh
fluorescence spectrometer was used to acquire the fluorescence
spectra. The slit width was set to 3.0 nm. For the fluorescence
stability assays, fluorescence intensity at 545 nm was collected
in Varian Cary Eclipse fluorescence spectrophotometer
immediately upon addition of 10 uM of O, to a solution
of ER-NAPC (1.0 uM). A Hitachi F-4600 fluorescence
spectrophotometer was used to detect the fluorescence
response of ER-NAPC to O,°” at different pH values.
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B RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Synthesis of Probe ER-NAPC. The new ER-targetable
O,*-responsive fluorogenic probe ER-NAPC was readily
synthesized in two steps as illustrated in Scheme SI1. ER-
NapBr has been synthesized and reported by our previous
work.>” Reaction of compound ER-NapBr and ethylenediamine
produced ER-NapNH2. ER-NAPC was obtained from ER-
NapNH?2 via a typical amidation reaction with caffeic acid in
anhydrous DMF and CH,Cl,. The final structures of ER-
NapNH2 and ER-NAPC were well-characterized with 'H
NMR, C NMR, and high-resolution mass spectrometry
(HRMS).

Spectral Response of Probe ER-NAPC to O,°". We first
test whether ER-NAPC can respond to O,°” under
physiological condition (pH 7.4, 5.0 mM PBS) by evaluating
the absorption and fluorescence of ER-NAPC in the presence
or absence of O,"". As shown in Figure la, the probe ER-
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Figure 1. Spectral response of ER-NAPC to O,*~ in PBS (pH 7.4, 5.0
mM, 10% DMSO). (a) The normalized absorption spectra of ER-
NAPC (1.0 uM) in the absence or presence of O,"~ (10 uM). (b) The
normalized fluorescence spectra of solvent or ER-NAPC (1.0 uM)
under different conditions. (c) The fluorescence spectra of ER-NAPC
(1.0 uM) in the presence of different concentrations of O,*~ (0—2$
uM). (d) The linear relationship of fluorescence intensity at 545 nm
and O,*” (0—10 uM). Ex = 400 nm.

NAPC has two absorption maxima at about 327 nm (e = 6.4 X
10* M~ cm™) and 460 nm (¢ = 4.8 X 10* M~! cm™!), which
should be assigned to caffeic acid and naphthalimide moieties,
respectively. After being reacted with O,°”, the absorption
maxima at these two wavelengths displayed slight increase.
Concomitantly, compared with the ER-NAPC alone, a
significantly enhanced fluorescence signal at 545 nm (Figure
1b) appeared upon addition of O,*” because the caffeic acid
was instantaneously oxidized to benzoquinone and intense
FRET occurred, thereby demonstrating that ER-NAPC is a
very sensitive O,° -responsive probe. Meanwhile, when O,°~
was first scavenged with the universal free-radical scavenger
TEMPO (10 mM), the fluorescence enhancement of ER-
NAPC was almost abolished. Furthermore, ER-NAPC showed
obvious turn-on fluorescence response to the xanthine/
xanthine oxidase (XA/XO) system that is another source of
0,°7, and the fluorescence was also inhibited once XA/XO was
pretreated with SOD (Figure S1). Then, we investigated the
fluorescence response ability of ER-NAPC to different
concentrations of O, under physiological condition in detail.
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As shown in Figure Ic, with the rise of O,°7, the fluorescence
spectra of ER-NAPC enhanced dramatically, and the
fluorescence intensity at 545 nm increased gradually (Figure
S2). The fluorescence intensity of ER-NAPC at 545 nm fits
linear relationship equation F = 1674.85[0,°"] + 3906.39 with
0,°” concentration at 0—10 uM with a detection limit of 130
nM (Figure 1d), demonstrating that ER-NAPC can detect the
0,°” in live cells,”>>*~>° and the relative fluorescence quantum
yield increased from 0.06 to 0.39 in the absence and presence of
0O,*". The above data verified that our design strategy
effectively improved the sensitivity of ER-NAPC because of
the increase in fluorescence quantum yield. Upon reaction with
0,°7, ER-NAPC displayed a relative long emission wavelength
at 545 nm, which is prone to tissue imaging. These results
indicated ER-NAPC is highly sensitive to O, and possesses
potential ability for quantitative determination of O,*”
concentrations in a large range.

Selectivity and Stability of ER-NAPC to O,°". Next, The
selectivity of probe ER-NAPC for O, over other potential
interfering agents under biological conditions was investigated
by fluorescence spectroscopy. We detected the fluorescence
spectra of ER-NAPC in the presence of various ROS and metal
ions. After addition of these analytes, the fluorescence of ER-
NAPC showed almost no changes compared to that of ER-
NAPC alone. In sharp contrast, the fluorescence of ER-NAPC
exhibited significant enhancement after addition of O,°”
(Figure 2, parts a and b). In addition, Figure S3 demonstrated

(b)

FIF, at 545 nm

12345678 09101112131415161718

& o
Wavelength (nm)

Figure 2. Fluorescence response of ER-NAPC to various interfering
species in PBS (pH 7.4, 5.0 mM, 10% DMSO). (a) The fluorescence
spectra of ER-NAPC (1.0 uM) with various analytes. (b) The
fluorescence intensity ratios (F/F,) of ER-NAPC at 545 nm for
various analytes. F; indicates the blank fluorescence of ER-NAPC
alone, and F represents the fluorescence of ER-NAPC in the presence
of corresponding analytes. 1: Solvent control. 2: Probe blank. 3: H,0,,
10 mM. 4: OCI, 100 #M. 5: TBHP, 100 M. 6: ONOO™, 100 uM. 7:
10,, 100 iM. 8: *OH, 100 xM. 9: Na*, 10 mM. 10: K*, 10 mM. 11:
Zn**, 0.5 mM. 12: Cu**, 100 uM. 13: Fe>*, 100 uM. 14: AI**, 100 uM.
15: Mn?*, 100 M. 16: Ca**, 0.5 mM. 17: Mg**, 0.5 mM. 18: 0,7, 10
uM. Ex = 400 nm.

that ER-NAPC can well respond to O,° under wide
physiological conditions (pH 6.0—8.0). Furthermore, the
probe ER-NAPC alone and the reaction product of ER-
NAPC with O,*” were stable (Figure S4). Therefore, all these
data demonstrated that ER-NAPC displayed excellent
selectivity for O,°” over other species and had favorable pH
stability and photostability, which may be powerful for
detection of O,°” in a complex biological system.
Fluorescence Imaging of O,°” in Live Cells with ER-
NAPC. With this excellent probe in hand, we next intended to
test the application of ER-NAPC in live cells fluorescence
imaging. First, we performed standard MTT assays to evaluate
the cytotoxicity of ER-NAPC in live cells. The data in Figure S5
showed that ER-NAPC exhibits very low cytotoxicity. To start,
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Anal. Chem. 2018, 90, 6081—6088


http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440/suppl_file/ac7b05440_si_001.pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440/suppl_file/ac7b05440_si_001.pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440/suppl_file/ac7b05440_si_001.pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440/suppl_file/ac7b05440_si_001.pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440/suppl_file/ac7b05440_si_001.pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440/suppl_file/ac7b05440_si_001.pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440/suppl_file/ac7b05440_si_001.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440
http://pubs.acs.org/action/showImage?doi=10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440&iName=master.img-002.jpg&w=232&h=169
http://pubs.acs.org/action/showImage?doi=10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440&iName=master.img-003.jpg&w=234&h=87

Analytical Chemistry

HO9c2 cardiomyocyte cells were incubated with high glucose (25
mM) for 24 h, which is V\ndely considered to induce production
of ROS and ER stress.*® After being incubated with ER-NAPC,
the H9c2 cells were imaged with the confocal fluorescence
microscope. Obviously, these H9c2 cells emitted bright green
fluorescence, indicating the production of O,°”, and the green
fluorescence vanished when the cells pretreated with TEMPO
or SOD (Figure S6), verifying the specificity of ER-NAPC to
0,°". Moreover, the photostability of ER-NAPC had been
investigated in live H9c2 cells, as shown in Figure S7. The
fluorescence intensity of ER-NAPC showed just 10% reduction
under 5 min of continuous irradiation, suggesting that the
probe had excellent photostability and leakage did not occur
during experimentation. Additionally, the high glucose
stimulated H9c2 cells were incubated with ER-NAPC and
ER-Tracker Red (a commercial ER dye) for a colocalization
experiment. As shown in Figure 3, the results suggested that the

Figure 3. Colocalization fluorescence images of H9c2 cells stained
with ER-NAPC and ER-Tracker Red after being induced with high
glucose. (a) The fluorescence image from ER-NAPC (1.0 uM, Ex =
40S nm, collected at 450—600 nm). (b) The fluorescence image from
ER-Tracker Red (500 nM, Ex = 561 nm, collected at S80—630 nm).
(c) The overlay image of panels a and b. (d) Intensity correlation plot
of stain ER-NAPC and ER-Tracker Red. Scale bar: 50 ym.

green fluorescence of ER-NAPC overlapped well with the red
fluorescence of ER-Tracker Red (Figure 3c), with a high
colocalization coefficient of 0.92. Further colocalization experi-
ments implied that ER-NAPC rarely entered into the
mitochondria, lysosomes, and Golgi apparatus of H9c2 cells
and can also accumulate into ER of HepG2 cells (Figures S8
and S9). All the above data illustrated that ER-NAPC is

membrane-permeable and can solely accumulate into ER to
detect O,*” in live cells.

When cells undergo ER stress, ROS will be produced, and
the generated ROS signaling will contribute to aggravating
oxidative stress and cause further ER stress, which will form a
vicious cycle and underlie many ER stress-associated diseases.>”
To further explore the bioapplication of ER-NAPC, we want to
utilize ER-NAPC to track the production of endogenous O,"~
under ER stress. After being incubated with ER-NAPC (1.0
uM) for 30 min, H9c2 cells were stimulated with tunicamycin
(Tm, 5.0 pg/mL), which is an inhibitor of protein N-
glycosylation and can trigger ER stress.”® The time-dependent
fluorescence images of H9c2 cells are exhibited in Figure 4a. It
shows that the fluorescence intensity of ER-NAPC rises
obviously (Figure 4b), indicating the production of O,*”
within ER accompanying ER stress. Similarly, the level of
0,°” will increase (Figure S10) after treatment with
thapsigargin (Tg), an inhibitor of the ubiquitous ER Ca*'-
ATPases in mammalian cells, which can also cause ER stress.>’
A further experiment was performed by adding Tm to HepG2
cells, displaying the gradual rise of O,*” concentration (Figure
S11). The data manifested that, during ER stress, O,*” can be
generated. The level fluctuations of O,°~ under such conditions
can be monitored by ER-NAPC, which confirmed that ER-
NAPC is capable of real-time imaging of endogenous O,°” in
living cells.

Simultaneous Fluorescence Imaging of 0, and
Polarity in Live Cells with ER-NAPC and ER-P. Except
for production of ROS and oxidative stress, ER stress will cause
dysfunction of protein secretion and modification, and ROS-
derived oxidation of proteins might cause changes of the
hydrophilic and hydrophobic domains, thus presumably
affecting the ER polarity environment. To further visualize
the fluctuation of endogenous O, and change of polarity in
real time, we combined ER-NAPC with a polarity-sensitive
fluorescent probe ER-P** for simultaneous fluorescence
imaging in H9¢2 cells stimulated with Tm. As expected, during
incubation with Tm (5.0 pg/mL) within 70 min, H9c2 cells
stained with ER-NAPC displayed a successive increment of the
green fluorescence (Figure S, green channel), indicating the rise
of endogenous O, contents within ER. Meanwhile, ER-P
exhibited reduced red fluorescence (Figure S, red channel),
which implied the increase of polarity in ER. Further
experiments in HepG2 cells obtained the same results that
0,° level and polarity will synergistically rise during ER stress
induce by Tm (Figure S12). All these data confirmed the
synergistic effect of endogenous O,*” and polarity. By utilizing
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Figure 4. (a) The time-dependent fluorescence imaging of H9¢c2 cells incubated with ER-NAPC during ER stress. (b) The output of normalized
average fluorescence intensity from panel a. The fluorescence images of H9¢2 cells incubated with ER-NAPC (1.0 #M) for 30 min, and then treated
with 5.0 ug/mL Tm. Ex = 405 nm, Em = 450—600 nm. Scale bar: 100 ym.
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Figure S. (a) Confocal fluorescence images of H9c2 cells stained simultaneously with ER-NAPC (1.0 uM) and ER-P (5.0 uM) in the presence of
Tm (5.0 ug/mL) at different times. The first row (green channel) is fluorescence images for ER-NAPC collected at 450—600 nm by the excitation at
405 nm. The second row (red channel) is fluorescence images for ER-P collected at 700—800 nm by the excitation at 633 nm. The third row is
bright-field images. Scale bar: 7S um. (b) The output of normalized average fluorescence intensity from panel a.
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Figure 6. Confocal fluorescence imaging of endogenous O,*” and polarity in myocardial tissues. The green channel represents the two-photon
fluorescence images from ER-NAPC (10 uM, Ex = 800, collected at S00—600 nm). The red channel represents the one-photon fluorescence images
from ER-P (S0 uM, Ex = 633, collected at 700—750 nm). (a and b) The selected fluorescence images of normal myocardial tissue. (c and d) The
selected fluorescence images of diabetic myocardial tissue. (e and f) The selected fluorescence images of Metf-treated diabetic myocardial tissue. (a'—
f') The 3D stack images of corresponding myocardial tissue. Scale bar: S0 ym.

61,62

ER-NAPC and ER-P, we achieved the simultaneous fluo- naphthalimide in ER-NAPC is an ideal two-photon dye, we
rescence imaging of these two parameters. therefore took advantage of a two-photon microscope for ER-
Simultaneous Fluorescence Imaging of 0,°” and NAPC. The fluorescence images at different depths in Figure 6
Polarity in Myocardial Tissues with ER-NAPC and ER-P. demonstrate that normal myocardial tissue displayed faint
Previous work reported that the myocardial superoxide level green fluorescence from ER-NAPC and high red fluorescence
will be overproduced;'’ however, it is still elusive whether from ER-P (Figure 6, parts a and b), implying the low
polarity will change. Having established the ability of ER-NAPC concentration of O,*” and low-polarity environment. However,
and ER-P to detect O,°” and polarity in the live cells in diabetic myocardial tissue, ER-NAPC showed dramatically
simultaneously, we next investigated their capabilities to elevated fluorescence (Figure 6¢), which illustrated that O,*” is
determinate O,°” and polarity in STZ-induced diabetic overproduced. Meanwhile, ER-P emitted weak fluorescence
myocardial tissues.”’ Considering that the fluorophore 1,8- (Figure 6d), suggesting the increase of polarity. Additionally,
6086 DOI: 10.1021/acs.analchem.7b05440
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when the diabetic mice were orally treated with metformin
(Metf), which is a biguanide derivate used as an oral
hypoglycemic drug in diabetics that has protective effects on
streptozotocin-diabetic rats,' the O, level is reduced and the
polarity decreased to some extent (Figure Ge, parts and f).
These data prompted that O,°” level and polarity will increased
in heart tissue of mice with DCM and the hypoglycemic drug
Metf can partly recover the level of O,°” and polarity.
Additionally, we also tested the selectivity of ER-NAPC to O,°~
in diabetic myocardial tissue. As shown in Figure S13, after
being preincubated with TEMPO, diabetic myocardial tissue
exhibited faint fluorescence, manifesting the decrease of O,°".
Taken together, these data indicated that ER-NAPC and ER-P
can simultaneously and solely visualize O,*” and polarity,
respectively, in myocardial tissues of normal and diabetic mice.

B CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, we have developed a new method for
simultaneous fluorescence visualization of ER O, and polarity
in myocardial cells and tissues. This method used a new ER-
targetable fluorogenic probe termed ER-NAPC for sensitive
and selective imaging of O,°”. Due to the distinguishable
spectra of ER-NAPC and our reported polarity-responsive
fluorescent probe ER-P, we accomplished the simultaneous
fluorescence visualization of O, and polarity during ER stress
in myocardial cells by utilizing ER-NAPC and ER-P with the
spectral distinguishable imaging method. The imaging results
demonstrated that O, and polarity will synergistically increase
under ER stress. Furthermore, the endogenous O,°”
concentration and polarity difference in myocardial tissues of
normal and diabetic mice as well as treated diabetic mice was
determined with this dual-color imaging method. It was found
that elevated O,°” level and polarity appeared in myocardial
tissue of diabetic mice. We expect that this method for
simultaneous imaging of O,*” and polarity will help to more
accurately study the occurrence and development of diabetic
cardiac disease. Meanwhile, the presented dual-color imaging
strategy may offer a new direction for exploring the synergetic
variation of different parameters during other diseases.
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